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Section 1: Rationale 
(approx. 150 words) 

When I started this course, I had no knowledge or skills for media 

production but through undertaking the last 12 units I have been able 

to learn and improve. I started the course learning the basics on how to 

use a camera, tripod, sound recorder etc. giving me the baseline 

understanding I would need. As the units went on, I have been able to 

adapt my skills and learn more, giving myself time to practice, with the 

hope unit 13 is the best piece of media I am going to produce. 

Specifically in year 2 (Unit 9), I had the opportunity to work with a local 

dance school and create an advert for them, which meant I had to 

produce a high-quality piece of media as it was for a real-world client, 

something I really enjoyed doing.  

As the local dance school was one that I attend myself, I knew that after 

the Christmas holidays they would be starting the rehearsals for the 

Easter show so had the idea to create some behind the scenes content 

or a documentary for the show. Realistically an audio-visual 

documentary is the best format of media to use, also it will allow me to 

utilise more of the skills I have learnt and prepare me for my future as I 

would like to go into the Television industry to produce Documentaries.   
 

Section 2: Project concept 
(approx. 200 words) 

The concept for this project is to create a documentary which follows 1-
3 pupils of the Sally Prout School of Dancing throughout the dance 
show, mainly the dress rehearsal and the three shows. To produce this 
consent is one of the major issues I am going to face as there are only 3 
pupils at the dance school who are 18 or over. From this I am going to 
do research into consent and how I can work around this, so I can avoid 
having to blur pupils faces. To support this idea, looking into other 
documentaries in the style I am thinking of will help, such as Cheer on 
Netflix, as well as how to film it. I am hoping to produce a high-quality 
documentary, using multi-cam interviews, archive footage etc. putting 
documentary conventions into use. As I haven’t created a documentary 
before, I will research into how to film a documentary so I can work out 
how to film a documentary well. The interviews are the main area 
where I want the production values to be high because I want them to 
be just as visually engaging as the rest of the footage.  
 
Tutorial feedback is going to be very useful because I will be able to 
develop my work further, listening to my tutor’s feedback will give me a 
chance to see areas that are weaker and need to be built up more. Peer 
feedback will also aid this as I can see what they think is working, and 



similarly work on areas which may be weaker. This may also allow me 
to find areas of research that I haven’t undertaken, which need to be, 
so that I can ensure my idea is well developed and informed.   

Section 3: Evaluation 
(approx. 150 words) 

Throughout Unit 13, I'll maintain a weekly journal to reflect on my 
progress and assess successes and challenges. These journals will serve 
as evidence, indicating personal reflections. I will give a running 
commentary, highlighted by pink boxes, providing insight into decision-
making processes. Evaluations will be analytical, aiming for a deeper 
understanding of my choices rather than mere description. 

During production, I plan to collaborate with a crew to ensure 
continuity, especially when I'm unavailable due to my role in the show. 
This teamwork will alleviate stress about obtaining necessary footage. 

Finally, I'll conclude the project with a final evaluation, addressing key 
questions to thoroughly analyse the impact of my work, both positively 
and negatively. This will offer valuable insights into my growth and the 
effectiveness of my work. By documenting my journey in this detail, I 
aim to not only demonstrate my progress but also to cultivate a habit of 
critical self-reflection, which will benefit my future endeavours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Action Plan/Timetable - 

Date and 
Week  

Activity Resources Amendments – done, working 
on, not done   

Week 3: 19th 
Feb – 23rd Feb 

Proposal Meeting 
 
Start research stage – 
Primary Research: 
Create an initial survey for general idea 
feedback, allow time for responses. 
 
Secondary research – looking into existing 
examples of documentary, how to film a 
documentary, consent issues, 
documentary scripts, lighting in interviews 
(3-point lighting), conventions/theories 

Proposal 
Note pad 
Computer  
Internet – Social Media  
My SSD 

Completed –  
Codes and conventions 
research 
Documentary specific codes + 
conventions  
Critical analysis of existing 
example  
 

Week 4: 26th 
Feb – 1st 
March 

Continue secondary research. 
 
Primary research:  
Practical research (practicing with camera, 
sound, lighting)  
 
Survey analysis – looking into the general 
answers given and analysing them to 
inform my work. 
 
Complete research – go through and check 
everything is on my website and linked up 
correctly.  

Computer 
Internet  
WIX 
Unit 13 Brief 
Camera 
Tripod 
Lighting  
Sound recording 
equipment. 
My SSD 

Completed –  
Interview styles research 
Second existing examples 
Journal up to date  
 
 

Week 5: 4th 

March – 8th 
March  

Pre-production work starts – 
Creative + consent 
 
Consent forms 
Style sheets 
Storyboards 
Shooting Script 
Documentary script  
Visual scripts 

Computer 
Drawing tablet 
My SSD 

Completed -  
Audience research – survey 
analysis  
Audience theories  
How to create a short 
documentary  

Week 6: 11th 
March – 15th 
March  

Pre-production work continued – Logistical 
+ consent 
 
Schedule (pre, prod and post)  
Risk Assessment 
Location Assessment 
Call sheet/sheets 
Resource list 

Computer 
My SSD 

Completed –  
Consent  
risk + location assessments 
Call Sheets 
Resource list  
Production schedules  
 
Todo –  
Correspondence  
Post prod schedules 
Documentary script 
Storyboards  



Week 7: 18th 
March – 22nd 
March 

Contingency Week – catch up with any 
work that’s behind  

Any required equipment  Completed:  
Correspondence  
Schedules  
Scripts 

Week 8: 25th 
March – 29th 
March 

Production week/logging – show footage + 
start recording interviews 
 
25th – dress rehearsal recording (all day)  
26th – morning: logging footage from dress 
rehearsal – evening: show 1 recording  
27th – morning: logging footage – evening: 
show 2 recording 
28th – morning: logging footage – evening: 
show 3 recording  
29th – morning: logging footage  -evening: 
interview 1 pupil  
 
Sound will be recorded through a mic on 
top of camera. 

Camera 
Tripod 
Microphone (radio mic)  
SD card 
SD card reader  
Questions (for interview) 
Phone  
Computer 
My SSD 
Documentary location 
Contributors 

Completed:  
Filmed all show footage 
needed 
 
Todo:  
Log all footage  

Week 9: 1st 
April – 5th April  

Production week 2: interviews  
Complete filming of all interviews needed  
 
Record sound for Interviews 
 
Log the footage  
 
Write up production page for website 
 
 

Camera 
Tripod 
Microphone (radio mic)  
SD card 
SD card reader 
Questions (for interview) 
Phone  
Computer 
My SSD 
WIX 
Documentary locations  
Contributors  

Completed:  
Filmed all interviews  
Required Pre-prod work  
Caught up on putting pre-prod 
work onto website  
 
Todo:  
Journal catch up  
Log 
 

Week 10: 8th 
April – 12th 
April 

Begin post-production:  
 
Finish logging if uncompleted 
 
Start rough cut, put footage into the 
timeline in the order I want to but don’t 
worry about fancy editing yet  

Computer 
My SSD 
SD card  
SD card reader  
Adobe Premier Pro 
Adobe After Effects 

Completed:  
Journal catch up 
Production Day write ups  
 
Todo:  
Continue rough cut  

Week 11: 15th 
– 19th April  

Continue post-production  
 
Work on rough cut, aim to have this done 
by the end of the week if not then 22nd 
April  
 
Sound post-production  

Computer 
My SSD 
SD card  
SD card reader  
Adobe Premier Pro 
Adobe After Effects 

Completed: 
Continued post-production  
 
Todo:  
Complete full rough cut one  

Week 12: 22nd 
April – 26th 
April  

Continue with post-production 
 
Finish rough cut 1 
 
Have tutor watch through and get their 
thoughts, as well as peers  

Computer 
My SSD 
SD card  
SD card reader  
Adobe Premier Pro 
Adobe After Effects 

Todo:  
Complete second rough cut 
with b-roll  
 
Completed:  
Had tutor watch work as far as 



I have gotten  

Week 13: 29th 
April – 3rd May  

Finish post-production stage 
 
Write up postproduction page for website  
 
Get peoples opinions on it – create a 
survey and put onto Instagram/other social 
media platforms  

Computer 
My SSD 
SD card  
SD card reader  
Adobe Premier Pro 
Adobe After Effects 
WIX 

Todo:  
Complete second rough cut  
Continue problem solving  
 
Completed:  
Finished editing + write up  
 

Week 14: 6th 
May – 10th 
May 

Put final edit onto website 
 
Make sure everything is on website and 
that all buttons work  
 
Start preparing for end of year show  

Computer 
My SSD 
Any other required 
equipment 

Completed:  
Put editing onto website  
Completed problem solving  
Got food for end of year show  
 
Todo:  
Start evaluation  
Create presentation for LO6  
Start distribution strategies  

Week 15: 13th 
May – 17th 
May 

Prepare for end of year show  
 
15th May – end of year show takes place  
 
Start evaluations on the 16th May 

Any required equipment  Completed:  
Did the end of year show  
Created lo6 presentation  
Started evaluation  
Distribution strategies  
 
Todo: 
Evaluation  
End of year show write up  
Do final meeting  

Week 16: 20th 
May – 24th 
May 
Final deadline  

Finish final evaluations 
 
Do final checks on website to ensure 
everything is working, have someone else 
check it as well  
 
Hand in FMP 2 
 
Attend final evaluation meeting – 22/5/24 

Computer  
My SSD 
Any required equipment 

Completed:  
Evaluation  
End of year show write up 
Final meeting   
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